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SHS MISSION STATEMENT 

Sagesse High School is a Catholic, Anglophone, co-educational school that educates and 

motivates students from diverse backgrounds to become life-long learners and 

responsible citizens with strong ethical values. The school provides various enriched 

educational opportunities and operates in an environment that instigates empathy and 

compassion. 

 

 

IB MISSION STATEMENT 

The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring 

young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 

understanding and respect. 

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international 

organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous 

assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate 

and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be 

right. 
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IBDP Curriculum 

   
What is in the curriculum? 
 

The Diploma Programme (DP) curriculum is made up of six subject groups and the DP 

core, comprising theory of knowledge (TOK), creativity, activity, service (CAS) and the 

extended essay. 

This is illustrated as 

 

Students study six subjects selected from the subject groups. Normally three subjects are 

studied at higher level (courses representing 240 teaching hours), and the remaining three 

subjects are studied at standard level (courses representing 150 teaching hours). 

All three parts of the core—extended essay (EE), theory of knowledge (TOK) and 

creativity, activity, service (CAS)—are compulsory and are central to the philosophy of 

the Diploma Programme. 

 

 

 

 

The IB Programme may be followed in two ways: 

 

A- Diploma Programme Candidate (DP candidate - DP) 

 

B- Diploma Programme Course Candidate (DP Course candidate - DPCC) 
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A- Diploma Programme:  

 

Students following the Diploma Programme must take six subjects from the following 

subject groups as well as the DP core.  

 

At least three of these subjects and not more than four are taken at Higher Level (HL), the 

remainder at the less demanding Standard Level (SL). 

 

GROUP 1: Studies in Language & Literature 

The courses offer a broad range of texts, and students grow to appreciate a language’s  

complexity, wealth and subtleties in a variety of contexts. Students take their studies in a 

language in which they are academically competent.  

Students are able to develop: 

 a personal appreciation of language and literature 

 skills in literary criticism using a range of texts from different periods, styles and 

genres 

 an understanding of the formal, stylistic and aesthetic qualities of texts 

 strong powers of expression, both written and oral 

 an appreciation of cultural differences in perspective 

 an understanding of how language challenges and sustains ways of thinking. 

. 
GROUP 2: Language Acquisition    

 

The main emphasis of the modern language courses is on the acquisition and use of language in a 

range of contexts and for different purposes while, at the same time, promoting an understanding  

of another culture through the study of its language. 

 

Language B: Courses are intended for students who have had some previous experience 

of learning the language. They may be studied at either higher level (HL) or standard 

level (SL). 

 

Language ab initio: Language courses for beginners (that is, students who have little or 

no previous experience of learning the language they have chosen). These courses are  

only available at standard level. 

 

GROUP 3: Individuals and Societies: 

 

Subjects such as History, Psychology, Business Management, Information Technology in 

a Global Society (ITGS), Economics, etc. 

Studying any one of these subjects provides for the development of a critical appreciation 

of: 

 human experience and behavior 

 the varieties of physical, economic and social environments that people inhabit 

 the history of social and cultural institutions. 
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In addition, each subject is designed to foster in students the capacity to identify, to 

analyse critically and to evaluate theories, concepts and arguments relating to the nature 

and activities of individuals and societies. 

 

GROUP 4: Experimental Sciences 

 

Subjects such as Biology, Physics and Chemistry. 

 

Students explore the concepts, theories, models and techniques that underpin each subject 

area and through these develop their understanding of the scientific method. 

A compulsory project encourages students to appreciate the environmental, social and 

ethical implications of science. This exercise is collaborative and interdisciplinary and 

provides an opportunity for students to explore scientific solutions to global questions. 

 

GROUP 5: Mathematics  

 

All DP mathematics courses serve to accommodate the range of needs, interests and 

abilities of students, and to fulfill the requirements of various university and career 

aspirations. 

The aims of these courses are to enable students to: 

 develop mathematical knowledge, concepts and principles 

 develop logical, critical and creative thinking 

 employ and refine their powers of abstraction and generalization. 

Students are also encouraged to appreciate the international dimensions of mathematics 

and the multiplicity of its cultural and historical perspectives. 

   

-Mathematics Analysis and Approaches HL and SL: It is designed for students who enjoy 

developing their mathematics to become fluent in the construction of mathematical 

arguments and develop strong skills in mathematical thinking. They will explore real and 

abstract applications, sometimes with technology, and will enjoy the thrill of 

mathematical problem solving and generalization. 

 

-Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation HL and SL: It is designed for students who 

are interested in developing their mathematics for describing our world, modelling and 

solving practical problems using the power of technology. Students who take this course 

will be those who enjoy mathematics best when seen in a practical context.  
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GROUP 6: The Arts 

 

Subjects such as Film, Theatre, Visual Arts, Dance, Music. 

 

The subjects in the arts allow a high degree of adaptability to different cultural contexts. 

The emphasis is on creativity in the context of disciplined, practical research into the 

relevant genres. 

In addition, each subject is designed to foster critical, reflective and informed practice, 

help students understand the dynamic and changing nature of the arts, explore the 

diversity of arts across time, place and cultures, and express themselves with confidence 

and competence. 

 

Or instead of a Group 6 subject 

 

One of the following options:    - a second science from Group 4  

        -a second subject from Group 3 

 

 

In addition, each Diploma Programme candidate must complete the DP Core.  

Made up of the three required components, the DP core aims to broaden students’ 

educational experience and challenge them to apply their knowledge and skills. 

The three core elements are: 

 Theory of knowledge, in which students reflect on the nature of knowledge and 

on how we know what we claim to know. 

 The extended essay, which is an independent, self-directed piece of research, 

finishing with a 4,000-word paper. 

 Creativity, activity, service, in which students complete a project related to those 

three concepts. 

 

Authorization of a Non-Regular Diploma 

 

If the conditions of entry into an institution of higher education require a candidate to 

offer a choice of subjects different from that specified in the regulations for the Diploma 

Programme. A candidate may be allowed to make a reasonable substitution on 

presentation to the IB of the appropriate documentary evidence. 

 

 

Extra Certificate Subject 

 

A Diploma candidate may opt to take an additional 7th subject at SL that is not counted as 

part of the Diploma subjects.  

 

 

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/theory-of-knowledge/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/extended-essay/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/creativity-activity-and-service/cas-projects/
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B- Diploma Programme Course Candidates 

 

DP Course students normally take only one or two of their subjects at Higher Level. 

The combination of Higher and Standard Level subjects is important and can affect a 

student's entry into university especially in the UK. Our IBDP coordinator and university 

guidance counselor will advise your son / daughter in making their choices. 

Students not following the full Diploma must follow the academic program and meet the 

IB requirements for each of their chosen six subjects. The IB awards a Diploma 

Programme (DP) course results (or DP Course results in short) to the candidate with the 

results of the subjects he/she sits for in the Official IB Examinations.   

 

Diploma Programme course candidates can be registered and assessed for theory of 

knowledge and/or an extended essay. Course candidates can also pursue the creativity, 

activity, service (CAS) requirement of the Diploma Programme and have this 

requirement shown on their DP Course results if the CAS programme is completed. 

 

 

 

 

Assessment in IBDP 

 

Each academic subject is assessed on a scale of 1 (minimum) to 7 (maximum) with 4 

being the "passing grade".  

 

7 = Excellent 

6 = Very Good 

5 = Good 

4 = Satisfactory 

3 = Mediocre 

2 = Poor 

1 = Very Poor 

 

To achieve the Diploma a candidate should therefore achieve 24 points (4 x 6) and the 

maximum possible Diploma score is 45 points [(7 x 6) + 3 bonus points*]. 

However, there are variations in the requirements for the Diploma. For example, 

a student scoring a 1 in any subject is not awarded the diploma even if the total score is 

greater than 24. 
 

*   The bonus points are awarded to candidates on the basis of their overall performance 

in both the TOK and Extended Essays according to the Bonus Point Matrix. 

 

A DP candidate who fails to submit any work for Theory of Knowledge or an Extended 

Essay, will score no bonus points, and will not be awarded a diploma. 
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Who should take the IB Diploma Programme? 

 

There are two groups of students, to some extent overlapping each other, who should 

undertake the IB Diploma Programme: 

 

1.  Those who need it for entrance to the Universities of their choice. Most students 

who choose to undertake the full IB Diploma do so in order to gain entrance to 

European, Australian and Canadian universities. 

2. Those students, both academically able and motivated, who want to 

undertake a challenging course of study that provides a good preparation for  

university. 

 

 

Students do not need to have done outstanding work to consider beginning the Diploma, 

they must however, be willing to work hard and be able to organize their time effectively. 

Students who are considering the program should speak to their teachers if they have any 

questions about the appropriateness of the program for them. Students who choose not to 

undertake the IB Diploma Programme are encouraged to choose the IB Diploma Course 

Programme. 

 

 

Entry to the IB Diploma Programme 

 

As a guide, students should be at a stage two years before completion of their secondary 

education or two years before they would expect to enter university. Students educated in 

the American Program should normally have completed grade 10. Lebanese students 

should normally have completed Secondary 1. All prospective students will be 

interviewed individually to determine a study program appropriate to their interests, 

abilities, higher education and career requirements. 

 

All students receive guidance on admission to national universities. Specific questions 

concerning individual students should be directed to the IBDP Coordinator as well as the 

University Guidance Counselor.  

Parents are warmly invited to make appointments with the IBDP Coordinator to discuss 

their child's college and career prospects. 

 

 

Promotion to IBDP II 

 

Movement between the first and second year of the IB Programme is not automatic nor 

will it be unexamined. For students to begin the second year of the IB programme, they 

must exhibit proof that they mastered the work of the first year and have finished all the 

internal assessment requirements planned for this first year.  

All IB students will sit for the end of year examinations in June of their first IB year. 

These examinations will as much as possible resemble the real ones they will be taking at 

the end of the second year. 

All students scoring a grade 3 or less in a subject must sit for a qualifying exam in that 

subject area in September. 
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Official IB Examinations 

 

Official IB examinations take place at the end of IBDP II in the month of May. 

A student’s attendance at that examination session is subject to formal registration and 

payment of Examination Fees. Registration takes place in November of IBDP II at which 

time parents will be notified. 

 

 

University recognition  

The IB diploma is a passport to higher education. Universities around the world welcome 

the unique characteristics of IB Diploma Programme students and recognize the way in 

which the programme helps to prepare students for university level education. 

IB students routinely gain admission to some of the best known universities in the world. 

Most of these institutions have established recognition policies for the IB diploma.  

 

 

 

General Overview of the International Baccalaureate Programme  

 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme is a comprehensive and 

rigorous two – year curriculum, leading to examinations for students between the ages of 

sixteen and nineteen. Based on the pattern of no single country, it is a deliberate 

compromise between the specialization required in some national systems and the 

breadth preferred in others. 1  

 

The general objectives of the IB are to provide students with a balanced education, to 

facilitate geographic and cultural mobility, and to promote international understanding 

through a shared academic experience. In the 51 years since its founding, the IB Diploma 

has become a symbol of academic integrity and intellectual promise. 

 

The student who satisfies its demands demonstrates strong commitment to learning, both 

in terms of the mastery of subject content and in the development of the skills and 

discipline necessary for success in a competitive world. Colleges and universities are well 

served by encouraging the enrollment of these able young scholars. 

 

The International Baccalaureate founding office is based in Geneva with Regional 

Offices in The Hague, Maryland, Buenos Aires and Singapore. The Examinations Office, 

located in Cardiff, oversees two examination sessions per year. The May session serves 

the large majority of candidates. Schools in the Southern Hemisphere subscribe to the 

November session.  

 

Some 20,000 individual examiners worldwide participate in the assessment of student 

work. The three working languages of the IB are English, French and Spanish. 
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The IB was established in 1968 and since that date it has won wide acceptance. Holders 

of the IB Diploma are welcome into universities almost all over the world.  The 

achievement of a full IB Diploma is demanding and, for those who do not attain it, 

Diploma course results are awarded detailing the performance of the candidate in certain 

subject areas. 

 

The aim of the International Baccalaureate is to stimulate the students on a broad 

academic front and also to encourage them to develop interests and concerns outside the 

normal academic curriculum.  

 

 

Students who have undertaken the full program will be made aware of many more areas 

of life than the strictly academic. They will be ready to take full advantage of the 

opportunities that universities offer in their courses and their intellectual and social lives. 

Only schools officially accepted for membership by the International Baccalaureate (IB) 

are authorized to offer the curriculum and to present candidates for examination. There 

are more than 5,057 member schools in 156 countries throughout the world which offer 

the three IB programmes to students aged 3 to 19 years. 

Established in 1968, the International Baccalaureate® (IB) Diploma Programme (DP) 

was the first programme offered by the IB and is taught to students aged 16-19.  

As of 1 May 2019, there are 3,352 schools offering the DP, in 156 different countries 

worldwide. 

Significant numbers of IB Diploma holders have gained admission over the years to a 

wide range of universities worldwide. The IB is officially recognized in more than 100 

countries and acknowledged in many more by autonomous universities. 
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IBDP AT SAGESSE HIGH SCHOOL 

IB GROUP 2019/2021 

 

All students have to take one subject from each of the following groups. 

 

GROUP 1 

 

English A: Literature HL/SL   (Exemption from Arabic)  

 

Arabic A: Language & Literature HL/SL (Only for Lebanese students) 

 

GROUP 2 

 

Language B - HL/SL  

or 

Language AB initio - SL 

 

Arabic / French / Italian/ Spanish or English (Only for Lebanese students) 

 

GROUP 3 

 

Economics HL/SL 

ITGS HL/SL 

Business Management HL/SL 

 

 

GROUP 4 

 

Physics HL/SL 

Biology HL/SL 

Chemistry HL/SL 

 

GROUP 5 

 

Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches HL /SL 

Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation SL 

 

 

GROUP 6 

 

Visual Arts HL/SL 

 

Or Instead of a Group 6 subject 

 

One of the following options: 

-a second science from Group 4 

-a second subject from Group 3 
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All Diploma Programme students must take: TOK, write an EE and finish the CAS 

program. 

 

Science equivalence:  Two Sciences and Math at higher level. 

 

Art Equivalence:  “Language” and “Individuals and Societies” at higher level and 

 another “Language” or “Art’” or “Individuals and Societies” at   

 standard level. 

 

 

* These are general guidelines and may vary according to different universities/ colleges. 

NOTE: All classes offered are subject to minimum demand. 

 

 
       

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

 

 

   Ms. Lady Maalouf 

   IB & A.P. Coordinator 

   Office Phone: 01 872 145 ext. 120 

   Mobile: 03 805 216 

   E-mails:   

   ap-ib-programs@sagessehs.edu.lb 

   maalouf_lady@sagessehs.edu.lb 

 

 

   Mrs. Epiphania Ballouz 

   Assistant to the IB & A.P. Coordinator for IBDP 

   Office Phone: 01 872 145 ext. 128 

 

 

   Mrs. Joelle Fahed 

   Assistant to the IB & A.P. Coordinator for A.P. 

   Office Phone: 01 872 145 ext. 295 

mailto:maalouf_lady@sagessehs.edu.lb

